
DC NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD

Executive Board:  Minutes, Nov 6, 2019

The meeting was held at the law offices of Klimaski & Associates, 1717 N St NW

Present:  Turna Lewis (Chair), Anitra Ash-Shakoor, James Drew, James Klimaski, John McCoy, 
Ann Wilcox (unable to attend:  Bill Montross, Quinton Driskell

1.  Recent meetings:  We agreed that the Membership Meeting held on Oct 30, 2019 was a 
success.  It was held at the new DC Bar headquarters, and included a panel on affordable 
housing & rent control in DC.  Ann and Turna also reported on the National NLG 
Convention, held in Durham in Oct.   All board members and approximately 6 additional 
chapter members attended (13 persons).

2. List-serve and Web-site:  We reviewed the contract that Max Rameau and NIA 
Interactive has submitted; partial payment has been made for Max’s work on the website 
& related tasks.  John and Turna will continue to work with Max, on development of the 
website and other communications.  Anitra will post minutes and other items on the 
website.

3. 2019 NLG Convention:  Ann and Turna reported on the Convention, at the membership 
meeting.  We had noted that the Convention featured sessions on labor organizing and 
other issues related to the South; the Keynote speaker was from the Highlander Center in 
Tennessee.  We will follow up with law students who attended the convention, to make 
our offer of small stipends to cover travel and attending the convention.  Jim and Ann 
will follow up.

4. Treasurer’s Report:  A partial payment for website consulting services has been made 
to NIA Interactive.  We continue to have a “healthy balance” in the chapter bank account.
A secondary, related account has been established, to house fundraising proceeds for the 
BIEAC Collective (of which DC NLG is a member).  Bill Montross will assist in 
managing these additional funds.

5. Student participation and student assistant:  We will gather contacts in the DC area 
student chapters, to link our work more closely with the student chapters.  We also will 
circulate the job description to student chapters, seeking a part-time assistant (who 
largely works with Turna as chair, on chapter administration and membership 
development).

6. By-laws:  We had wanted to vote on By-law amendments at the Oct Membership 
meeting, but proposed changes were not mailed with the required 10-day notice.  Turna 



proposed on-line voting for the proposed change (which concerns membership of NLG 
Committees).

7. Mass Defense committee:  We have been asked to provide a board member to attend and
participate in DC NLG Mass Defense committee meetings; a couple of board members 
who have been active in mass defense in the past, are considering this request.

8. Holiday Party:  We will have our annual holiday party, which usually is held on a 
weekend afternoon in December, featuring a buffet table, drinks, etc.  We identified a few
members who may be able to host the reception & will follow up.  A committee was also 
established.

The next Board meeting will be in January (probably Weds Jan 8, 2020).


